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On October 22-23, 2008, in Barcelona, Spain, the 'Managing Immigration and Diversity in 
Quebec and Canada Forum' will take place. This is a two-day international Canada-focused 
conference on immigration and diversity, funded primarily by the Ministry of Immigration of Spain, 
the Ministry of Immigration of the Autonomous Government of Catalonia, the Canadian Embassy 
in Spain, and the Office of Quebec in Barcelona. 
  
This Forum is founded and directed by Dr. Dan Rodríguez-García, a professor in the 
Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology at the Autonomous University of Barcelona and a 
former postdoctoral research fellow at the University of Toronto. The core ambition of this Forum 
is to learn from Canada’s experiences of managing immigration and diversity because of this 
country’s leadership role and significant successes in accommodating diversity. In order to 
accomplish this goal, the Forum will bring together internationally renowned Canadian experts to 
discuss crucial matters such as Government Jurisdiction over Immigration and Diversity; 
Management of Immigration Flows; Immigration and the Labour Market; Linguistic Policies; 
Citizenship, Settlement, and Socio-cultural Integration; and Partnerships and Knowledge Transfer 
between Government, Civil Society, and Universities. The sharing of this knowledge is of vital 
importance to a country like Spain, which is the country in the European Union that has 
undergone the greatest increase in international migration since 1997, and which in the past few 
years has been second only to the United States in terms of intensity of migration flows on a 
world scale. Further, Catalonia, the most populated autonomous region in Spain, is the 
autonomous community with the largest number of foreigners, and, therefore, it is facing the 
challenges of this recent demographic and socio-economic change. Learning from the experiences 
of a country like Canada may provide Catalan policy-makers with new ideas and insights 
regarding the design and implementation of the ‘National Immigration Agreement’ in Catalonia. To 
promote and facilitate the interchange of ideas between European and Canadian networks is one 
of the primary objectives of this gathering. In short, the Forum, whose unique format includes 
dialoguing and open debate sessions with experts in immigration, seeks to help bridge the 
research-policy divide and aims to produce information that can specifically be applied to the 
betterment of immigration and diversity management policies in Spain.  
  
Because of its uniqueness (in format and content and in its roster of participants), this Forum has 
gained a lot of attention in Spain, and it will likely have an important academic and political 
impact.  
 
You can access the Forum website and download the program through this link:  
 
http://www.cidob.org/en/actividades/migraciones/forum_gestion_de_la_inmigracion_y_la_diversi
dad_en_quebec_y_canada 
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